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‘The SPECTATOR. 





Tu quid ego & populus mecum defideret audi. Hor. 
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Mog en foveal Artifice which a are put in 


ice ‘by the Poets to fill the Minds of 

the Audience with Terma, the’ firft Placé- 

is due to Thunder and Lightning; which. 

are often made ufe of at the Deleetfing of a God or: 

the Rifing of .2 Ghoft,’ at the Vani 
vil, or oF the Death’ of a Tyrant. 

intro ced into feveral Trasedies with good 

Fcc and have feen the whole Affembly ina, 

ght PAL i ey while it has been ringing. 

ere is not ch delights and terrifies our’ 

+Bugli ea mh a aG 3 eff silly When 
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men ia aved a. aap tein! ie mei 


‘Stage, or f t of, 
“funk sei et ipeaking one 


of a De- 


ave known" 
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here: ooled aes gore See fog thefe fev a 














f ac to ony hy sae he are not pam 
fed, byt to be applauded. Thus the Youedi 
be ‘Clock i jn. Font ‘prefery’d, makes. the Heres 
Ke whole 4 signin ts ee and Corvey § a: 
he Min oMible for Words. 8 
a in Hainlet is. 
rought up. with al 
q Gis: cuantiapces that a seth ay seston 
H KOUr,: ihe ty + ied WON- . 
derfa ly prepared for - + Reseda on e ‘he 4 if 
courts. that areca | te ‘ake ; dumb. Janine at his. 
nitrance, es the Imagination 
ie every Time he enters, ne is? riprla 
- Who can read the- Speceh with which, young 
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Hor. Look, my Lord, it comes, 
Ham. Angels and Minifters of Grace defend u uss A 
Be thou a Spirit: of Heqltb,‘ or Goblin dimn d phe 
being’ with thee Airs from Hrav’x, or Blafts from Helly 
mie Events wicked or thavicables 
The, com’ ft in fuch' a gisliviediy s Shape gate 
eak to t I'd eallshee Hamlety: 
King, . Father, Royal. ‘Dane : .O4 I> Ob! te lag 
Ret the not burf in Ignorance 5 biit tell’ 
Why thy cananiz’ d Bones, heared i in, Death, : - 
Have bur ff their Cearmuents ? Why the Sepulchre ~ 
Wherein we faw thee quietly inuru’d, : 
Hash op'd Ins ponderous and marble Jaws 
To cat thee up again ? What it may this mean’? 


That thou “had Cour/e rae 12.com sag Sieh, vides 
- Rewifie’ ft thes the Glimp [es 7 the Mors 
Making: Night hideous ?. — - sActedus 


Indo oe: therefor ‘find Fault with.‘ the. Artifices . 
ayvementionc@ when thicy are introdyccd with 


only 6 come in mS Agee ‘ 
¢ ex 


of. Princefs:tipoft the Sta 
onger: oe ard 


, before the 


' Occafion from chemito 
: delight in Blood. . Itis indeed very odd, to fee our. 
: Stage frow'd with Catcalles in the laft Seene of a 
RS y 3 and to oblerve in the Ward-robe of the - 
= 


: Skill, and accom proporinsl Senti- 
ments atid-Exprefiions in es Ws riting 
For the movin ae Pity, our principal Machine is 
the a ge ‘and indéed in our common T'ra- 
ge ies, we Should‘ nét know very often that er 
erfons are in Diftrels by any thing they fay, if 
they ‘did not from.time to time apply their Hand- 
kerchiefs: ‘to ‘thei Eyes. Fer. be it from me to 
—_ of ‘banifhing ths Tnftrument of Sorrow from: 
#iT know alTragedy could not fubfift with- 
pe ib?" AM that I wold. contend for, is, to keep it 
froin being mifapplied: In a Word, 1 would have 
the A&i’s Tongue fympathize-w ith his Eyes. 
Aad ngs 8 with a Child inher Hand, 
has. y drawn Comp afflom from the. Audi-- 
encé;: aid has’ therefore: ed te Place its feveral! 
‘Tragedies: A Modem Writer that: obferved: how! 
, this “ied” took’ ‘in Other “Plays, being refolved to: 
doublé thie Diftrefs; an@ melt his’ Audience twice av! 
ntuch as: thofe ‘before’ hit ‘Had “done, “brought a 
witha titde Boy in-one! 
ther. “This too had a very! 


tee hind Poet ‘Beirigikefolved to out." 
i = ol ce fers, a A Few 1Years ago ‘in- 


troduced three Chien with'gteat Suecefs:: Arid as- 
lam-inform’d, a Gentlemian’ who ‘js fully 
pees to break he moft obduraté . Hearts, has 
a‘Tragedy by hit, ; ‘where the’ firft: Perfén that ap-- 
—_ the Stage, ‘ts ah ‘afflicted’ Widow in her’ 

foumniig.Weede® with halfa Dozen fatherlefs! 
Children: -attending ‘her, ‘Vike thofe ‘that uyfually: 


hang about the: F; of Charity. Thas feveral 
Incidents that are Peaceful in 4 good Writer, -be-- 


_ core: ridicalous by falling into the Hands of a ‘bad 


one,’ we 
But’ amon all our’ Méthods of moving Pity: or’: 
Terrout, ee isnone‘fo abfurd and Si and: 


. What fore es us'to the Contempt and Ridicule 
_-» of our Neighbours, than that dreadful: butchering’ 
¢ 4 one 


er which is fo very fféquentt upon the: 


To delight in feeiig: Men ftabb’d,! ° 


Engi Stage. 

poyfon’d, rack’d, or im paled, is certainly the Sign 

of a cruel ‘Temper? Mad as this 4 is often practisd 
“aft Audience, feveral French Criticks, 

— Speétacles to us, take 

j feprefent us as 2 People. that- 


who tigink: 


xt feveral- Daggers, Poniards, Wheels, 
Bowls. fet a. fea Rails and, ety other Inftruments of 
Deat ders and Ex ecutions are always tfan- 
facted: bath the Scenes in the! French ‘Theatre 5 
which in general is very agreeable tothe mores. 
* a pdlite 
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a politd and eiviliz'd Pe6)-le: But as there are no 
Exceptions to this Rule on the Freeh Stage, it leads 
them into Abfurditics almoft as ridiculous as that 
which falls under our prefent Cerflure.. I remember 
in the famous Play of Corneille, written uport. the 
Subject of the Horarii and Curiasii ; the fierce young 
Heroe who had overcome the Ciriarftont after ao- 
ther, (inftead of being congratulated by his Sifter for 
his Victory, being upbraided by her for having 
flain her Lover,) in the Height of his Paffion and 
Refentment killsher. If any thing could extenuaté 
fo brutal an A&tion, it.would be the doing of .it on 
a fudden, before the Sentiments\of. Nature, Reafon, 
or Manhood could take Place inhim. However, 
to avoid publick Blocd-/bed, as foon as his Paffion is 
wrought to its Might, he follows his Sifter the 
whole Length of the Stage, and forbears killing 
her till they are both withdrawn behind the Scenés, 
1 muft contefs, had he murder’d her before the 
Audience, the Indecency might have been greater ; 
but as itis, it appears very unnatural, and looks like 
killing in cold Blood. ‘To give my Opinion upon 
this Cafe; the Fatt ought not to have been repre- | 
feated, but to have been told if there was any 
cafion for it, 5 
_ Ie may not be unacceptable to the Reader, to fee 
how Sophocles has condutted a Tragedy under the | 
like delicate Circumftances. ‘ Oreftes was in the fame 
Condition with Hamlet in Shakefpear, his Mother 
haying murder'd his Father, and taken Poffeffion of 
his re om in Conlpiracy with her Adalserer. 
That y Prince therefore, be dccormia to 
- revenge his Father’s Death upon thoic who filled his 
Throne, conveys himfelf by a beautiful Seratagem. 
into his Mothet’s A nt with a Refolution to 
kill her. But becaute Gach a — would have 
been too fhocking to. the Audience, this dreadful: 
Refolution is executed behind the Scenes: The Mo- 
cer in herehanting ov alae for M and 
the Son anfwering her, that the fhew’d no 
his Father: After which fhe fhricks 


there are 
with in thofe of the Ancients: And I belicve 
Reader will agree with me, that there is 
infinitely more affefting in this dreadful Dialogue 
between the Mother and her Son behind the Scenes, 
than cou’dhave been in any thing tranfafted before | 
the Audience. Ore/tes immediat uy steer meets the 
Ufurper at the Entrance of his Palace ; and by.ave- 
ry happy Thought of the Poet avoids ki him 
before the Audience, by telling him that he fhould 
live fome Time in his prefent Bitternefs of Soul be- 
fore he would difpatch him, and ordering him to 
retire into that Part of thé Palace where he had . 
flaindyis Father, whofe Murther he would reven 

in the very fame Place where it was committed. By‘ 
this Means the Poet obferves that Decegcy, whic 
Horace afterwards eftablifh’d by a Rule, of ferbear- 
ing to commit Paracides or unnatural Murthers be- 
fore the Audience. 


Nec coram populo natos Medea tracidst. 


Let not Medea draw her murth'ring Knife. e 
And fpill her Childrens Blood upon the Stage 5 


The French have therefore refin’d too much upon 


- aan ImprobaBility. 


- to fapply the Place of ’ 


Horacé’s Rule, ‘who never defign’d to banith all 
Kinds of Death from the Stage, but only fuch ag 
had too much Horrour in them, and which would 
have a better Effect upon the Audience. when tran. 
facted behind the Scenes. on sprees Te. 
comphend to m Countrymen e Practice e 
cient Poets, web were very gee. J of their publick 
Executions, and rather chofe to them be. 
hind the Scenes, if it could be done with as great 
an Effet upon the Audience. At the fame Time | 
inuft obfefve, that though the devoted Perfons of 
the Tragedy were feldom flain before the Audience, 
which haé genetall; fortyething vidicalons ini, their 
— were : uced one Beath,which 
always in it fomething melancholy or terrifyi 
fo that the killing on the Stage ions not fons 
have been avoided only as as an Indecency, but alfo 


Nec pueros coram populo Medea trucielee $ > 


Aut humana palam coquat exta nefarius Atreus 3 


Aut in Avem Pr vertatur, Cadnous ins anguem, 
Quodcunque oftendss mihi fic, incredulws odj. or. 


Medea muft not draw her murth’ring Kuifiy 
Nor Atéeus there his horrid Feaft prepare. 
Cadmus and Progne’s Metamorpofi, 
(She to @ Seall:w turn’d, he toa Snake 
And whatfoever contradifls my Senfe, * 

I hate to fee, and never can believt. L. Rofcom 

Ihave now gone through the feveral dramatic - 
Inventions which are made ufe of by igriorant Poets" 
f > and by skilful ones - 
to improve it ; fome of which I couid with entirely 
rejeéted, and the reft to bé ufed with Caution. ic r 
would be an endlefs Tafk to confider Comedy in” 
the farne Light, apa to mention the innumerable, 
Shifts that Wits put in prattice to vaife 2 
Bullock ina fhort Coat, and 
feldom fail of this Efeét.. In ondinaty 

a broad and a narrow brim’d Hat are dif 

Charafters. Sometithes the Wit of the” 
Scene lies in a Shoulder-Belt, and fometimes ina 
Pair of Whifkers. A Lover running about the. 

with his eet ere out.of a Barrel, was 
thought a very good Jeit in King Charles the Second’s. 
Time ; and imvented by one 
Age. But becaufe Ridicule is not fo delicate ag 
Compaffion, and as the Objeéts that Thake us lan - 
are infinitely more numerous than thofé that make 
us there is a much greater Latitude for co-, 
mick tragick Artifices, and by confequence a 
much greater Indulgence to be allow'd them. 


At the Defire of feveral Ladies of Caley, 
For the Benefit of Mrs. ROGERS, ‘ 
By Her Majefty’s. Company of. Comedians. 
T the ‘Theatre Royal in Drury-Lane, 

this prefent Briday, being the aoth of April, will be pres 

an auineubeuheaens ~" pe bibertine he’ Past of Ske Bening’ 
by Mr. Cibber, Derimont M-. Wilks, Medley Mr. Mills, On path 


long one, 


air Mr, Young Bell-air Mr. Bullock Jun. Shooemaker. 
Mr. Bowen , t Mrs. Oldfield, Belinda oly Rogers, Harriet, 
- Mrs. Santhiow, Emilia Mrs. Porter. 


The curious Collection of foreign original Pidures 
of the molt celebrated Matter’, and that was oever expos’d befaye t0 
Sale, and that was to have beto fold on the 17th Inftant, but on 
count of the Lords then not fitt'ng, was adjouro’d to this prefent Fre 
day the 2och laltunt; will aw be fold by Mr, Cooper, at 12 a Clock) 
in the old Pallace-yard, at the Houfe at the Fovt of the Stairs going 
che timoed Sait. Coaligussany ts bosen ioe Plrect 
the Time ae may at ce of Sale, and: 
at molt Coffee about St.James’s,Charing-crofs,and W etmialter - 





LONDON: Printed forSam. Buckley, at the Dolphin in LiteleBritain'; and 
~ Sold by’ 4: Baldwin in Warwick-Lane ; where Advertifements are taken in; 
as alfo by Charles Lilie, Pesfumer, at the Comer of Beauford-Buildings 7 


., the Strand, . : 
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the firft Wits of that. 


The Pictures to’be view'd this Day, andto 
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